
onchain.org

Designed for the Mind
How Stablecoins Went Mainstream 
Before the Rest of Web3

Michał Moneta, PhD
Chief Strategy Officer, Onchain AG







onchain.org

How do we use 

blockchain / crypto

in our daily lives?
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● Trading / investments

● Inflation hedge

● Cross-border remittances

● Institutional money transfers

● Store of value

● Exposure to non-local currencies

● Paying for goods and services
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Where does 

this growth 

come from?
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Stablecoins: the roots 
of adoption
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● Interest income

● Transaction fees

● Minting fees

● Foreign exchange (FX) fees

Individual 
and Institutional 
Investors



onchain.org

Individual 
and Institutional 
Investors



onchain.org

Individual 
and Institutional 
Investors



onchain.org

Emerging
Economies



onchain.org

Emerging
Economies



onchain.org

Emerging
Economies



onchain.org

Emerging
Economies



onchain.org

Designed 
for the Mind

Stablecoins didn’t just solve 

a problem. 

They felt intuitive:

● Fiat-denominated

● Predictable experience

● Simple mental models

● Familiar payment metaphor
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Designed 
for the Mind

Stablecoins offered a psychological 

control (even if illusory).

High sense

of control

Low sense

of control

Low actual

control

High actual

control

STABLECOINS
Crypto

in non-custodial 
wallets

Crypto
on CEXs

Advanced
DeFi
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Designed 
for the Mind

Stablecoins simply fit how we think about 

money.

Mental Accounting 

(savings vs. investment category)

Cognitive Ease

(simplicity feels safe)

🪙 Anchoring

(instant value assessment)



onchain.org

Institutional
Adoption

Emerging Economies 
Use Case

Behavioral Principles
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Thank you for 
your 
attention!

@michmoneta /michmoneta
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